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C

Eutrophication : Correct, caused by nutrient enrichment
leading to algal blooms.

BOD : Correct, higher BOD means more organic matter and
poorer water quality.

DO : Incorrect, high DO indicates good water quality, while
low DO indicates pollution.

Cc

A

The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, spread across Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and Karnataka, was the first biosphere reserve in India
(1986) and is recognized by UNESCO.

It includes protected areas such as Mudumalai Wildlife
Sanctuary, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, Bandipur National
Park, and Silent Valley National Park.

Gir, Kaziranga, and Ranthambore are important national
parks/tiger reserves, but they are not designated as UNESCO
biosphere reserves.

UNESCO recognition highlights ecological importance and
promotes conservation with sustainable development.

A

Dissolved Oxygen (DO) is a key indicator of water quality.
Clean water has high DO levels, which support aquatic life.
When water is polluted with organic matter (like sewage),
microorganisms consume oxygen during decomposition,
reducing DO levels.

Low DO levels indicate poor water quality and can lead to fish
kills and ecosystem imbalance.

Nitrogen gas, carbon dioxide, and sodium chloride are naturally
present but not primary in-dicators of pollution.

B

D

The accumulation of greenhouse gases due to human activities
(burning fossil fuels, defor-estation, agriculture) intensifies the
natural greenhouse effect, causing climate change.

Cc

Cc

Inflation is controlled mainly through monetary policy
measures (repo rate, CRR, SLR, open market operations), not
fiscal policy. Fiscal policy is related to government taxation
and expenditure.

D

Cyclical unemployment is linked to economic cycles, especially
reces-sions.

Cc

India's HDI rank has generally been below 100 (for example,
134 in HDR 2023).

D

GDP at factor cost excludes indirect taxes and includes
subsidies. GDP at market prices includes indi-rect taxes and
excludes subsidies.
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A

D

Statement 1: Correct - Neuron is the basic structural and
functional unit of the nervous sys-tem.

Statement 2: Correct - Cerebellum is responsible for balance,
posture, and coordination of voluntary movements.

Statement 3: Correct - Medulla oblongata controls involuntary
actions like heartbeat, breath-ing, and blood pressure.

Cc

B

The outer core is liquid (iron nickel alloy). Its convective
motion of the electrically conducting fluid creates the
geodynamo, which is the source of Earth's magnetic field. The
statement that it is solid is therefore wrong.

A

B

Seismic Gap = a segment of an active fault that has been
relatively quiet (few or no moderate to large earthquakes)
compared with surrounding sections, implying elastic strain
build up and a higher probability of a future major quake.

Cc

The East African Rift Valley is not part of the Pacific Ring of
Fire; it lies on the African Plate in the African continent. Hencq
this statement is incorrect.

A

The Green Revolution (1960s-70s) was spearheaded by M.S.
Swaminathan and supported by Norman Borlaug's HY'V seeds.
It led to a dramatic rise in food grain production, particularly
wheat in Punjab, Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh, and rice
in southern states.

The success was due to HY'V seeds, chemical fertilizers,
pesticides, mechanization, and irriga-tion expansion.

A

Western Disturbances : Winter rainfall in northwestern India.
Norwesters (Kalbaisakhi) : Thunderstorms in Bengal and
Assam.

Mango Showers : Pre-monsoon showers in Kerala/Karnataka,
beneficial for coffee and mango crops.

Retreating Monsoon : Rainfall in Tamil Nadu during October-
December.
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Cc

The "burst of monsoon" refers to the sudden onset of heavy
rainfall after hot and dry weather, not after prolonged pre-
monsoon showers.

Cc

C

1. Kosi (also called "Sorrow of Bihar") is a left bank tributary
of the Ganga. Its high sediment load and low gradient cause
frequent avulsion, creating the Kosi megafan.

3. The Sundarbans is the combined delta of the Ganga,
Brahmaputra, and Meghna rivers. While the Ganga and
Brahmaputra are the major contributors, the Meghna joins
downstream; most UPSC questions consider the Ganga
Brahmaputra pair as the primary source.

Cc

B
The Zanskar Range (lying between the Indus and the
Zanskar River) is a sub range of the West-ern Himalayas.

Cc

Cc

A

A

Article 226 Empowers a High Court to issue any writ for the
enforcement of Fundamental Rights and for any other purpose
(e.g., public interest litigation).

A

B

One third of Council members are nominated by the Governor
from distinguished persons in the fields mentioned (Art. 171

(5)-
D

A

President : Head of the Union Executive.

Vice-President : Ex-officio Chairman of Rajya Sabha.

Prime Minister : Real executive authority in India.

Council of Ministers : Collectively responsible to Lok Sabha.

A

Article 52 : President of India.

Article 63 : Vice-President of India.

Article 74 : Council of Ministers to aid and advise the
President.

Article 75 : Appointment of Prime Minister and other
Ministers.
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A

« In the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), the Supreme Court
ruled that the Preamble is part of the Constitution.

« It can be amended under Article 368 (as done in the 42nd
Amendment, 1976 when So-cialist, Secular, and Integrity
were added).

» However, such amendments cannot change the basic
structure of the Constitution.

« Therefore, both Assertion and Reason are correct, and
Reason explains Assertion.

D

« Statement 1: Correct - Rajya Sabha is a permanent body and
never dissolves.

« Statement 2: Correct - One-third of its members retire every
two years.

« Statement 3: Correct - The Vice-President is the ex-officio
Chairman of Rajya Sabha.

« Statement 4: Incorrect - Money Bills can only be introduced
in the Lok Sabha, not in the Rajya Sabha.

Cc

Statement 1: Correct - Lok Sabha can be dissolved by the
President on advice of the Council of Ministers.

Statement 2: Correct - The President has veto powers (absolute)
suspensive, pocket ve-to).

Statement 3: Incorrect - The President cannot suspend
Fundamental Rights on his own; it requires a formal
proclamation of Emergency based on Cabinet advice.

B

« The President's term is five years (statement 2 is correct in
wording but often tested against confusion with six years).
Actually, the incorrect part here is that the President's term is
five years, not six years. If the statement had said six years, it
would be wrong.

« Statements 1, 3, and 4 are correct.

« Hence, the incorrect statement is 2 only (if it mentions six
years).

A

Article 14 : Equality before law and equal protection of laws.
Article 19 : Six freedoms including speech, expression,
assembly, association, move-ment, residence, and profession.
Article 21 : Protection of life and personal liberty.

Article 32 : Right to Constitutional Remedies, described by Dr
B.R. Ambedkar as the "heart and soul of the Constitution."

Cc

Article 20 (Protection in respect of conviction for offences) ang
Article 21 (Right to life and personal liberty) remain
enforceable even during a National Emergency.

Other Fundamental Rights, such as Article 19, can be
suspended under emergency provi-sions.

This safeguard ensures that basic human rights are protected
under all circumstances.
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B

The principle of "Equality before the law" is a British
concept, ensuring that no person is above the law.

In contrast, "Equal protection of laws" is borrowed from the
American Constitution.

Together, they form the basis of Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution, guaranteeing the Right to Equality.

Cc

B

The Kakori Train Robbery took place on 9 August 1925, three
years before HSRA's formation. It was carried out by the
Bakshi Kashmiri group (Ram Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqulla Khan,
etc.) when they were still part of the Hindustan Republican
Association (HRA), not HSRA. HSRA was re-named and re
organised version of HRA after 1928.

B

While the economic burden of the salt tax was a factor, the
slogan "No tax on salt" carried deep symbolic meaning. Salt
represented India's subjugation; breaking the monopoly was a
direct challenge to British sovereignty and a political act of
defiance, not just an economic grievance.

D

This option is incorrect, as the movement's primary goal was to
preserve the Ottoman Caliphate and protect Muslim rights in
India, not to create a separate state.

D

This option is incorrect, as India gained independence in 1947,
after a long and complex process.

A

Cc

The Taj Mahal (1632-1653) was built by Shah Jahan as a
mausoleum for his beloved wife, Mum-taz Mahal, not his
mother. His mother's memorial is the Mumtaz Mahal named
"Mumtaz Mahal" (the Mumtaz Mahal named "Mumtaz Mahal"
is actually the Mumtaz Mahal named "Mumtaz Mahal" - but the
mother's tomb is "Mumtaz Mahal's "Mumtaz Mahal"-the
"Mumtaz Mahal"-the Mumtaz Mahal).
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B

Jagirs were not hereditary by default. They were assignments
for service; the holder enjoyed revenue only for his lifetime
(or tenure) and the grant could be transferred, cancelled or re
assigned at the emperor's discretion. Some jagirs became
hereditary later (especially under Aurangzeb), but that was an
exception, not the rule.

Cc

Abu L Fazl's Ain i Akbari (c.1593-1598) is a comprehensive
compendium on all aspects of Ak-bar's administration and
culture.

A

B

Mahasamanta was a high ranking feudal lord who held large
estates and paid tribute to the king. The chief minister was
called the Mahatma.

A

A

Cc

Mahajanapada formation - Kuru Paficala ascendancy -
Maha—bharata composition - punch marked coinage.

A

Archaeological evidence (e.g., silted up lake settlements,
plough shares, copper tools) and textual references (e.g., RV
2.1.12, Atharva Veda) show the rise of agricultural crops like
rice and wheat, and irrigation via dams and canals.

A

In the 'Rig Veda' (e.g., RV 8.48) the Ritvik' prepares and offer:
'Soma' to 'Agni' to obtain divine blessings.

B

Harappan seals and Mesopotamian tablets record extensive
Indus Mesopotamia exchange. After 1900 BCE, such contacts
dwindle, causing the abandonment of major ports like Lothal
and, consequently, the urban centres.

Cc
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