Answer Sheet With Explanation

exception, not the rule.

ensuring that no person is above the law.

In contrast, "Equal protection of laws" is borrowed from the
American Constitution.

Together, they form the basis of Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution, guaranteeing the Right to Equality.
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1 C El 17 c
Ex. o Ex. The Taj Mahal (1632-1653) was built by Shah Jahan as a
2 D z mausoleum for his beloved wife, Mum-taz Mahal, not his
6] mother. His mother's memorial is the Mumtaz Mahal named
Ex. é "Mumtaz Mahal" (the Mumtaz Mahal named "Mumtaz
3 C 5 Mabhal" is actually the Mumtaz Mahal named "Mumtaz
Ex. g Mahal" - but the mother's tomb is "Mumtaz Mahal's "Mumtaz
4 B W Mabhal"-the "Mumtaz Mahal"-the Mumtaz Mahal).
Ex. E
5 C w 18 B
Ex. = Ex.
6 B I 2 19 A
Ex. Harappan seals and Mesopotamian tablets record extensive x Ex.
Indus Mesopotamia exchange. After 1900 BCE, such contacts 2 A
dwindle, causing the abandonment of major ports like Lothal > 20
and, consequently, the urban centres. lf Ex.
A 221 A
i
Ex. Inthe 'Rig Veda' (e.g., RV 8.48) the 'Ritvik' prepares and offers x\'g Ex.
'Soma' to 'Agni' to obtain divine blessings. = 22 B
;2 Ex.
8 A 2 A
Ex. Archaeological evidence (e.g., silted up lake settlements, :2 23
plough shares, copper tools) and textual references (e.g., RV i> Ex.
2.1.12, Atharva Veda) show the rise of agricultural crops like ‘il 24 D
rice and wheat, and irrigation via dams and canals. B Ex. This option is incorrect, as India gained independence in 1947,
= after a long and complex process.
9 C {0
Ex. Mahajanapada formation - Kuru Paficala ascendancy - |2 25 D
Maha—bharata composition - punch marked coinage. o} Ex. This option is incorrect, as the movement's primary goal was to
A § preserve the Ottoman Caliphate and protect Muslim rights in
10 é India, not to create a separate state.
Ex. >
1n A w2 B .
E =) Ex. While the economic burden of the salt tax was a factor, the
X. = slogan "No tax on salt" carried deep symbolic meaning. Salt
12 B 55 represented India's subjugation; breaking the monopoly was a
Ex. Mahasamanta was a high ranking feudal lord who held large iz direct challenge to British sovereignty and a political act of
estates and paid tribute to the king. The chief minister was lO defiance, not just an economic grievance.
called the Mahatma. Ié
5| 27 B
13 B ?‘§ Ex. The Kakori Train Robbery took place on 9 August 1925, three
Ex. juw years before HSRA's formation. It was carried out by the
14 A ;5 Bakshi Kashmiri group (Ram Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqulla Khan,
E (= etc.) when they were still part of the Hindustan Republican
X. i Association (HRA), not HSRA. HSRA was re-named and re
15 C \1Z organised version of HRA after 1928.
Ex. Abu L Fazl's Ain i Akbari (c.1593-1598) is a comprehensive i0
compendium on all aspects of Ak-bar's administration and E%
culture. g 28 B
16 B w Ex.
Ex. Jagirs were not hereditary by default. They were assignments *5 29 C
for service; the holder enjoyed revenue only for his lifetime (or |- Ex.
tenure) and the grant could be transferred, cancelled or re 0
. o . L 30 B
assigned at the emperor's discretion. Some jagirs became pa o ., ) . .
hereditary later (especially under Aurangzeb), but that was an ol Ex The principle of "Equality before the law" is a British concept,
P
>
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C

Article 20 (Protection in respect of conviction for offences)
and Article 21 (Right to life and personal liberty) remain
enforceable even during a National Emergency.

Other Fundamental Rights, such as Article 19, can be
suspended under emergency provi-sions.

This safeguard ensures that basic human rights are protected
under all circumstances.

B

A

Article 14 : Equality before law and equal protection of laws.
Article 19 : Six freedoms including speech, expression,
assembly, association, move-ment, residence, and profession.
Article 21 : Protection of life and personal liberty.

Article 32 : Right to Constitutional Remedies, described by Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar as the "heart and soul of the Constitution."

B

 The President's term is five years (statement 2 is correct in
wording but often tested against confusion with six years).
Actually, the incorrect part here is that the President's term is
five years, not six years. If the statement had said six years, it
would be wrong.

« Statements 1, 3, and 4 are correct.

* Hence, the incorrect statement is 2 only (if it mentions six
years).

Cc

Statement 1: Correct - Lok Sabha can be dissolved by the
President on advice of the Council of Ministers.

Statement 2: Correct - The President has veto powers (absolute,
suspensive, pocket ve-to).

Statement 3: Incorrect - The President cannot suspend
Fundamental Rights on his own; it requires a formal
proclamation of Emergency based on Cabinet advice.

D

« Statement 1: Correct - Rajya Sabha is a permanent body and
never dissolves.

« Statement 2: Correct - One-third of its members retire every
two years.

« Statement 3: Correct - The Vice-President is the ex-officio
Chairman of Rajya Sabha.

» Statement 4: Incorrect - Money Bills can only be introduced
in the Lok Sabha, not in the Rajya Sabha.

A

* In the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), the Supreme Court
ruled that the Preamble is part of the Constitution.

« It can be amended under Article 368 (as done in the 42nd
Amendment, 1976 when So-cialist, Secular, and Integrity were
added).

* However, such amendments cannot change the basic structure
of the Constitution.

« Therefore, both Assertion and Reason are correct, and Reason
explains Assertion.
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A

Article 52 : President of India.

Article 63 : Vice-President of India.

Atrticle 74 : Council of Ministers to aid and advise the
President.

Article 75 : Appointment of Prime Minister and other
Ministers.

A

President : Head of the Union Executive.

Vice-President : Ex-officio Chairman of Rajya Sabha.

Prime Minister : Real executive authority in India.

Council of Ministers : Collectively responsible to Lok Sabha.

D

B
One third of Council members are nominated by the Governor
from distinguished persons in the fields mentioned (Art. 171

)2
A

A

Article 226 Empowers a High Court to issue any writ for the
enforcement of Fundamental Rights and for any other purpose
(e.g., public interest litigation).

A

Cc

Cc

B

The Zanskar Range (lying between the Indus and the
Zanskar River) is a sub range of the West-ern Himalayas.

Cc

Cc

1. Kosi (also called "Sorrow of Bihar") is a left bank tributary
of the Ganga. Its high sediment load and low gradient cause
frequent avulsion, creating the Kosi megafan.

3. The Sundarbans is the combined delta of the Ganga,
Brahmaputra, and Meghna rivers. While the Ganga and
Brahmaputra are the major contributors, the Meghna joins
downstream; most UPSC questions consider the Ganga
Brahmaputra pair as the primary source.

C

Cc

The "burst of monsoon" refers to the sudden onset of heavy
rainfall after hot and dry weather, not after prolonged pre-
monsoon showers.

A

Western Disturbances : Winter rainfall in northwestern India.
Norwesters (Kalbaisakhi) : Thunderstorms in Bengal and
Assam.

Mango Showers : Pre-monsoon showers in Kerala/Karnataka,
beneficial for coffee and mango crops.

Retreating Monsoon : Rainfall in Tamil Nadu during October-
December.
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A

The Green Revolution (1960s-70s) was spearheaded by M.S.
Swaminathan and supported by Norman Borlaug's HYV
seeds.

It led to a dramatic rise in food grain production, particularly
wheat in Punjab, Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh, and
rice in southern states.

The success was due to HY'V seeds, chemical fertilizers,
pesticides, mechanization, and irriga-tion expansion.

Cc

The East African Rift Valley is not part of the Pacific Ring of
Fire; it lies on the African Plate in the African continent. Hence
this statement is incorrect.

B

Seismic Gap = a segment of an active fault that has been
relatively quiet (few or no moderate to large earthquakes)
compared with surrounding sections, implying elastic strain
build up and a higher probability of a future major quake.

A

B

The outer core is liquid (iron nickel alloy). Its convective
motion of the electrically conducting fluid creates the
geodynamo, which is the source of Earth's magnetic field. The
statement that it is solid is therefore wrong.

Cc

A

A

D

Statement 1: Correct - Neuron is the basic structural and
functional unit of the nervous sys-tem.

Statement 2: Correct - Cerebellum is responsible for balance,
posture, and coordination of voluntary movements.

Statement 3: Correct - Medulla oblongata controls involuntary
actions like heartbeat, breath-ing, and blood pressure.

A

D

GDP at factor cost excludes indirect taxes and includes
subsidies. GDP at market prices includes indi-rect taxes and
excludes subsidies.

C

India's HDI rank has generally been below 100 (for example,
134 in HDR 2023).

D

Cyclical unemployment is linked to economic cycles, especially
reces-sions.
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Cc

Inflation is controlled mainly through monetary policy
measures (repo rate, CRR, SLR, open market operations), not
fiscal policy. Fiscal policy is related to government taxation
and expenditure.

B

Cc

D

The accumulation of greenhouse gases due to human activities
(burning fossil fuels, defor-estation, agriculture) intensifies the
natural greenhouse effect, causing climate change.

B

A

Dissolved Oxygen (DO) is a key indicator of water quality.
Clean water has high DO levels, which support aquatic life.
When water is polluted with organic matter (like sewage),
microorganisms consume oxygen during decomposition,
reducing DO levels.

Low DO levels indicate poor water quality and can lead to fish
kills and ecosystem imbalance.

Nitrogen gas, carbon dioxide, and sodium chloride are naturall
present but not primary in-dicators of pollution.

A

The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, spread across Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and Karnataka, was the first biosphere reserve in India
(1986) and is recognized by UNESCO.

It includes protected areas such as Mudumalai Wildlife
Sanctuary, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, Bandipur National
Park, and Silent Valley National Park.

Gir, Kaziranga, and Ranthambore are important national
parks/tiger reserves, but they are not designated as UNESCO
biosphere reserves.

UNESCO recognition highlights ecological importance and
promotes conservation with sustainable development.

Cc

Cc

Eutrophication : Correct, caused by nutrient enrichment leadin
to algal blooms.

BOD : Correct, higher BOD means more organic matter and
poorer water quality.

DO : Incorrect, high DO indicates good water quality, while
low DO indicates pollution.

B

C
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HETSUG] Pl T34 — §O YTl BT T4 — HEMRA DI
T — U9 U aret Rigal &1 nfawr

A

A

B

TERIET U Sod Uexey IEd of 9 urt fagme
SR & 3R 98 RIS BT PR <l AT | J&IHAT Bl
HETHT HET ST ofT |

B
A

C

31 3T Thofel Bl UA—U—3THa (T 1593—1598)
PR B IRITAT AR FRpIA & T I2qgell R Th
G Hhald 2 |

B

SRR ¥9q: 9emgerd =18l off | 9 Ja1 & forg arafed
P I off, RS DI Bdel U Sa-bTe (T
PRIBIA) B (T IS UTST BT o AR R Bl
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c

TqIoTHE (1632—1653) &1 AT Tmesiel J o= i’y gt
AT A ® APAY & WU H PRAMT AT, 7 37U
AT & Y | IS AT & WREG FAarS 98l & ford
HAATS HE M a1 741 € (aRad § gHarS "’ AH
BT GAATS ASA B & — olfd Al Sl A FAATS
HEel Bl YAIS] HEel & — ‘JAAIS HEel — FATO
HEA) |

B

A

A

D
ufshar & 915 1947 H wWd=ar Aol |

D

Ig fadme Tod 8, Wifd fela™ BT s @ed

e Raamhd &1 WRfEd e 3R aRa # R
AFRAPRT BT RETT HRAT o, 7 b TP el 57 o7

AT v |

B

R PR T B AR BT T TcdbIcAd 3 o | T9H
YR BT JENaT BT Uil AT ThIEeR areqr fafesr
HYAT & o0 U@ aeuet A iR U I[oriiad
AT BT BIA o, 7 & dadd U ffe Rrerad |

B

BIHR  Thdl TIUHIRY & T3 I 9 ATl I8, 9
3T 1925 BT gs 1| I8 fIgls ol ol a9 (kM
ydTe faRee, adrged @ie anfe) gRT a9 fdhar T o
S99 fRgwe Rufeddd TaiieE (THeRY) &7 fFwr o,
T b TAUHNRY BT | TAYHIARY BT AT d&efbr YAARY
BT GO HEBROT PR f&ar 1 o |

B
C

B

DI D HeT FHM bl RIgld U fafeer sagron 8, o
g gHREd oxar 2 & @15 W Aafth ST 4 W T8l
gl

39 fAudia, BT &1 T dRerr MR didue &
forar T 21

I TEI PR IRAT AAgH & AJeUe 14 BT MR 994
g, ST AT @ IMfEeR & TR <l B |
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Fgeee 20 (URTEN & forg qWfAlg & Haw ¥ wReTo)
3R argese 21 (Sfa 3R ARKITT W@l Bl STeHR)
MR SAMUAdTd & R AT AR I8 © |

DT 19 I I HIfTD ATPRI Pl TARTDBIAT
ATl & qgd feifad fear S | & |

I8 R SuUy YARed a=ar & & ol aRRerfoal 4
RIS ATATRBRI B & BT Y |

B

A

T 14« A & wHET WM SR DAl BT

HHT GRETT |

IgeE 19 : a1, AR, VI, A, ErTH, A
3R g Afkd BE WaFan |

DT 21 : Sl R ARKIT T BT A& |

IIEOT 32 : [AUND SUARI BT AfDR, 17 ST 3R
iR <1 AT HT gTd AR AT IR E |

B

T Af BT BRIGT Ui a9 &7 8lal 8 (@2 2 wrearef #
TE B, I TR BE 99 B A 99 B Refy § sqadr
TRIET0T fHaT ST B) | GR3NAA, &l TAd 91 I8 © b
IEUfA BT BBl Ui a9 & 8l 8, 9 fb B8 af a1
Ifs B # Bg a¥ forar €Iar, A1 98 Tod BidT |

c
HUF 1: Fel — Ui ARORYE & Fa' W)
ATBEAT W B Fhd ¢ |

P 2: FEl — AT & U dier wihar 2 (qof drer,
RFTHAS dIel, oid d1e) |

BT 3: Teld — Ui @ Hiferd AR &1 fefad
B PR FhAI 39 oIV HiEHST B Fellg UR AT T

B TR =Y IS § |

D

HUT 1: el — o Uh IR & 8 3R & w7
SERSGI

PBAF 2: e — $HD U (U8 We &Y af AT |
Jarfrgd B 2 |

PAF 3 TEl — SURTEUI ISTTHT & TS 37eel 81 ¢ |
BAT 4 Tad — ¥4 fITTS I ArGFAT | IR By
AHd €, I T § T8 |

A

HIATE TR AT (1973) H Fated =RITerd 1 g fAvfyg
fear f uaraT dfder &1 e 9T 2

IIeUE 368 @ A SHH W fhar S |HdT § (S
5 1976 @& 42d e # fbar AT o1, W9 HATSATL],
gEfARYET 3R SRISAT & Wae SIS Y 9) |
ETeTifdp, U el AIJemd &7 {el AReT Bl 8] 9ad
TH |

NPT B ARAT BT © |

A
TPV 52 URA & UM |

BT 63: TRT & ISURTUR |

IIVT 74: AR BT FEAT SR Fellg < & forg
GIERINEES

TS 75: TUTHAT MR 3=y A @) frgfe |
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A

AUy e BRIUTrST & T |

SURTEURT: YSIRTHT & Yo 37eeT |

YITHHEAT: AR H IR<Add BRIBRI URIBRY |
HAEURYS: AHAHT & Ui ARYed STRETR |

D

B

Ry & Te fes WS IuuTd g§RT SfeciRad &=l &
gfafed @feal 9 & #9FG fby 9d © (@g=8s 171(5))

26 ITd RITAT BT HifeTd INfTBRI B
ot g Seeg (G, SHfed arfaa) &
A Re SR &)+ &7 AfHR 2T 2 |

N

w @] @) >§7
:

SRR qdaTa (R 8k STiva” a1 & e Rerd) uf¥e]
fRHTerT @ U SU—udaHTeT B |

C

C

1. BT (9 98R &1 g 1 $H&T A1 2) I B 91
ﬁmﬁaﬁwqﬁ%m a%a%wsﬁ"\f‘cﬁﬂ
TAM & PHRU IR—AR AR gRac slar 2, fasy Bl
AT 7T 2 |

3. YR T, FEIYH IR HEAT ASAT BT AYh STl & |
SEfd T R FeIY3 UG ANTEdhd 8, HeAr A4l
JguaTE # AThR fHerdl ©, Siferier UPSC ueAl
T—FEIYF T SEer &1 Wi | w1 91 2 |

Cc

c

PUF 3 AT & ARG Bl [IpIe” TH 3R YWp AR g
q1E IS AR a9t & AN BT Hefid wvar 2, 7 &
9 THI TP Fe arell JE—AFNT IR & 914 |

A

e fIeims: STR—uf¥a it YRa # Sfiaerei auf |
ARITER (BTeT SN ST 3R 3 o RS & A1
IR |

HM SR IR / Feifed § AGA W g B 9IRS
PIHT MR A B BAA & oIy BrIaSHE BNl 2|

dedl AFYg: dfierrg ¥ sfaceR—REaR & SR B
qrell aTer|
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A

BRA HIfd (1960—70 & TWD) BT ~Ifcd TH.GH. WA
ERT A iR Al IR & Ied Jorast arel el
ERT AT 9 WY | Wren= 3T H SeoiE iy glg
g2l

AN o, BRI iR ufRe SR Uy | @
IcTeH, fRy wu 9 18 iR <ol At # @ &
Ioures # W gfEg g2 |

Y8 Aol Sed IO alel dl, ARSI,
PTG, TG iR (iR faaRr & eRoT dva

TS|

Cc

et Rue =1l werd R &ife BRR &1 2w
TE B, T AP AT F AWIPT e W) Rerd 7|

B

YU TR = AlhT Biee HT 98 WS Sl IR &
WS B JAT H AUALT A BT © (FIH F AR IS
YHUT B T FH AT 7 B /R @ 2), s v
g @1 Ao grar 2 &Rk wis # ua 98 q@u @
1T 31IE BT 2 |

A

B

T8 PR WA (Arer—Frwa A1 arg) = | gy sawaa

5d B 3HD! Fagd T B! I~ B @, Sl gl
$ JIDII &3 B WA © | AN, T 3 el Told © |

C
A
B
D
A

D

DU 1: FEN — R DI T DT JeTd HRa-THD
3R BHTAfHH 3PS 2|

DAF 2: el — AT Aerd, ARIND JaoT 3R VRoH
Tffaferat & waag @ forg fRmeR 2

P 3: FEl — gl JAANTET g&d i, <M 3R

THAY SRA sHfed fhareit @1 FRifya wxar 2

A

D

PRE AN TR Fhel BN IS (SIS # 3vee
R AT 81 B IR Ffed< A s 8 | SToIR
I R 9l B¢ ST (SIS H el
A BT © iR afea<! e F8f sl |

c

HAT 3 1 ToAd — YR BT TISRNS IHT 3mF dR )

100 ¥ 9 B 2 (SRR B foTy, TASISIR 2023 #
1349% IfH) |
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D
TP RIS Mffe =shl, faRyar 4 & FL gt 2|

o}

I BT & wY 4 Alfad A IR (U7 R,
HIRAR, TAUANR, Gol IR Hlel) & Aedd |
i3 frar siram &, 9 6 e AT @ 7w 9
RISTRTEII I ARG BRI AR g I HefSd g |

B

C

D

P STgeiiadTss, HIgH iR A JfaaEs T d
Aered IR 8 S argHed § ST BT APdR dikad dra
gig 3R STerarg uRac T HROT g 2 |

TS (0,), BTl *aq9 & oIy Maedd 2, Wersd
W H AN el ol © |

AFER TfafafeRt (Shared Su9 STe T, a4 @1 ders, HiY)
& HROT YRS Gl & g WHpidd FeRed J4d &
g @_ar &, o Seary aRed= g 2

B

A

gford ifeiIS= (DO) STl 1 T[UTa<lT BT Ueb TR gD
2| W I # DO FT R I BT 8, I Sfeld Sitaw
@ fTQ Aerge Bl ¢ |

S el Brdfe geredf (SRY Wden) & ugfid BT @
AT Geuolld aqee & QR JATRISH B START B &,
59 DO &1 WR ¥ 8 ST 2 |

DO &7 49 ¥R W19 Sfdl Ol &1 Had odl 8 3R
O ABfordl @ gy ik wRRefdat 03 # srdqer &
HHT 2 |

AEIo 14, B9 SrssiiraTss iR ey FeiNzs
WIpid wU A AIGE B 8, olfbd I IguT &

mfie Hhdd T8 € |

A

AT, B 3R BAlcd H Bl AANN SiiaHSe
JRIRTY YRA BT Ul SiIgHed SFIRYY (1986) oI 3R
U DT GRT AT U R |

ST HAATS TRINId ARIRVY, qRIATS GGl
JIRIRVY, FEYR I I IR Agele dell I
IUME S IR & 2t g

R, SRR R IVRIIR FAEdYUl IS e /9
IR B, oifhd 78 IRPI STaHsSe RNV & wd H
afaa =Et foar T 2

FARDT BT AT TIRRIIS 7@ B I9R F6! & 3R]
Aad faerT & A1 ARETT BT gerdr <ol § |

Cc

o}

JUIYT: FET, YIS dedi Bl ATHAT & HRUT ATl TFRE
BIAT 2 |

fleel: A8, Sod ST &I 21 § 3Mf® Hredfd uaref
3R ERTG STl T |

13 Terd, I S BT el T[UIAT BT Hhd <l B,
Safh = Siel UguT BT Had <l 2 |
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