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Detective novelist
Pushpanath no more
KOTTAYAM

Kottayam Pushpanath, the
detective novelist who
played a crucial role in
promoting the reading habit
among Malayalees, passed
away on Wednesday. The
80-year-old litterateur, who
has penned over 300 popular
cliffhangers, was keeping
indifferent health for the past
few years. His breakthrough
came in the 1960s when his
Chuvanna Manushyan was
serialised in a weekly.

Kerala govt. to give job
to Sreejith’s wife
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Cabinet on
Wednesday decided to
provide employment to the
wife of Sreejith, who died
following alleged custodial
torture at Varapuzha in
Ernakulam district last
month. The Cabinet also
decided to grant an ex gratia
of %10 lakh to his family.

Railway vendor fined

Don’t want PM’s praise or abuse: Gowda *

Modi’s remark was magnanimous, and there is no need to read too much into it, says JD(S) leader

Will form govt. on

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had showered praises
on him on Tuesday as a
‘magnanimous gesture’, na-
tional president of Janata Dal
(Secular) H.D. Deve Gowda
said. “I don’t want his praise
or abuse,” he added, seeking
to deflect attention from the
controversy around Mr. Mo-
di’s comments.

He told presspersons on
Wednesday that Mr. Modi
was an intelligent person
and knew how to raise issues
that suited the situation. He
was a good orator. “Hence,
there is no need to read
[meaning] into the praises
that he showered on me,” he
said at a media interaction
organised by the Press Club
of Bangalore and the Banga-
lore Reporters’ Guild.

Mr. Gowda said, “Mr. Mo-
di did not refer to either the
Mahadayi issue or the agrar-
ian crisis plaguing Karnataka
at the rally held in Belagavi.”
Recounting his experience of
meeting Mr. Modi four times
on issues concerning the
State, Mr. Gowda said, “Un-
derstanding the importance

after video goes viral

‘Water from toilet used to make tea’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD

A vending contractor has
been slapped with a fine of
%1 lakh by the Railways after
a video surfaced suggesting
that water from a train toilet
was being used to prepare
tea and coffee, the South
Central Railway (SCR) here
said on Wednesday.

In the video, circulating
in the social media for the
past few days, a vendor was
seen coming out of a train
toilet with tea and coffee

‘Latvian was
raped before
being killed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Senior Kerala police inves-
tigators on Tuesday said
they suspected that two lo-
cal ganja peddlers had
raped Liga Skromane, a
Latvian tourist who went
missing in mid-March be-
fore they strangulated her
to death in a remote back-
water locality close to
Kovalam.

The Latvian national’s
40-day-old body was found
in the mostly cut-off swam-
py Vazhamuttom area
abutting the Thiruvallam
lagoon.

Drug peddling

Officials said they had the
suspects in their cross
hairs. They have a criminal
history of peddling drugs
and preying on their fo-
reign clients. The police
were yet to charge them
with the crime.

Investigators said that
Liga, who was reported
missing by her relatives on
March 14, had gone to Ko-
valam first and later to Thi-
ruvallam, possibly to pro-
cure marijuana from street
peddlers.

The police believe that
the suspects might have
enticed her into following
them to the secluded local-
ity covered with thick
shrubbery.

Earlier version

Their case, as of now, was
that the accused doped Li-
ga and then raped her. Her
resistance to their sexual
assault and fear that the fo-
reigner would bring the
law on them might have
motivated one of them to
choke her to death.

The police have dismis-
sed the earlier version that
the accused had killed Liga
because she refused to pay
for the drug.

Liga’s mortal remains
will be consigned to flames
at the Shanthikavadam Pu-
blic Crematorium on
Thursday.
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cans, conveying that water
was ‘mixed’ in the cans in-
side the toilet, it said.

The incident had oc-
curred in December last
year on board the Chennai
Central-Hyderabad Charmi-
nar Express at the Secunde-
rabad station here, a release
said.

“An inquiry was conduct-
ed, and on the basis of it ac-
tion has been taken against
contractor P. Sivaprasad,
with whom the vendor in
the video was employed.”

Clearing the air: JD (S) president H.D. Deve Gowda at a press
conference in Bengaluru on Wednesday. =«k. MURALI KUMAR

of keeping quiet over vexed
issues, he remained silent
throughout.”

Comparing Mr. Modi with
the party’s tall leader, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, the JD(S) su-
premo said, “Mr. Vajpayee is
totally different from Mr. Mo-
di. Gaurakshaks and RSS are
active during Modi’s tenure.”

Criticises Rahul

Criticising AICC president
Rahul Gandhi for making
‘unsavoury remarks’ about
the JD(S), he attributed it to
lack of experience as a polit-
ical leader. “Mr. Modi knows
the importance of a son of
the soil becoming the Prime
Minister,” he said, adding,

“there are no permanent
friends or foes in politics.”
Asked whether the JD(S)

would back the Congress mi-
nus Mr. Siddaramaiah as can- :

didate for Chief Minister, Mr.
Gowda said: “There is no
question of aligning with
anybody in case of a frac-
tured mandate.”

Meanwhile, Congress
leader Anand Sharma told

mediapersons that Mr. Gand-
hihad not made any remarks :

on Mr. Gowda. “Instead, it
was Mr. Modi who made de-
rogatory remarks against

two former PMs, Mr. Gowda

and Dr. Manmohan Singh.
The Prime Minister should
apologise for that,” he said.

our own: Gowda’s son

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

Janata Dal (S) Karnataka pre-

sident H.D. Kumaraswamy
on Wednesday told The Hin-
du: “We are going to form
the government on our
own, without either the
Congress or the BJP.”

Denying any tie-up with
the BJP, after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s praise for
the party’s national presi-
dent H.D. Deve Gowda set
off speculation, Mr. Kuma-
raswamy said his party has
been the victim of a sus-
tained campaign by the
Congress and even the BJP
to imply that there was a se-
cret understanding between
it and the BJP.

Minority support
He said this was aimed at da-
maging the minority sup-
port the JD(S) enjoys in parts
of the State.

“On the one hand, the
Congress says that there is a

solid minority consolidation
behind them, on the other
hand, Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah gets Congress pre-
sident Rahul Gandhi to say
that we are the ‘B’ team of
the BJP. This clearly demon-
strates that the Congress is
rattled by the support we
command. Otherwise, what
is the need to make such
statements,” he said.

Mr. Kumaraswamy also
said that too much was be-
ing made about his father’s
statement that he would dis-
own Mr. Kumaraswamy if he
went into a post-poll tie-up
with the BJP.

“That will never happen,
because the question will
never arise. We are forming
the government on our
own. The people of Karnata-
ka have seen the BJP and
Congress governments and
aspire for a government that
will truly serve them, which
is the Janata Dal (S) govern-
ment,” he said.

Probe into rags-to-riches story of attender

Andhra Pradesh RTO staff never displayed any hint of having so much wealth

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE

The ACB on Wednesday
launched a thorough probe
into the multi-crore dispro-
portionate assets case of Ka-
radu Narasimha Reddy, an
attender at the RTO office
here.

During searches in the
past two days, the ACB offi-
cials discovered a huge
amount of gold and silver or-
naments Mr. Reddy had in
his home.

Mr. Reddy’s is a rags-to-
riches story but he preferred
to maintain a seemingly low-

profile middle class lifestyle
all through the 34 years of
his career at a single place.
He never displayed any
hint of having so much
wealth enough to lead a lux-
urious life. He was so senti-
mentally attached to Nellore
town that he used all his in-
fluence with leaders, politi-
cal parties and senior offi-
cials to continue here
without a single transfer.

‘Non-controversial’

He also chose to forgo pro-
motions. For this, he re-
mained non-controversial in

his dealings and took care
not to attract anyone’s atten-
tion. The ACB officials said
he seemed to have invested
all his ill-gotten money in
house plots, agricultural
land and gold jewellery.

He chose to live in the
same small house construct-
ed on nearly 175 sq yards
near Gandhibomma Centre
in the heart of the city. Near-
ly 4.5 kg gold jewellery and
10 kg silver ornaments, in-
cluding idols and ‘harati
plate’, were found. He had
no special craze for furni-
ture. Mr. Reddy’s only

Rich harvest

Innovative idea: A farmer sorting out cucumber cultivated at a water body in Ramanathapuram district of Tamil Nadu. Farmers
cultivate crops in the tank whenever it goes dry after the monsoon failure. sL.saLAcHANDAR

32 red sanders smugglers nabbed

19 logs, 20 axes and mini-lorry seized in Chittoor

STAFF REPORTER
CHITTOOR

The Piler rural police and
the Special Task Force (Anti
Red Sanders smuggling) on
Wednesday nabbed as many
as 32 smuggling operatives
from Salem district of Tamil
Nadu, while they were load-
ing red sanders logs into a
mini-lorry at Chintakunta
village of Yerravaripalem
mandal, close to Seshacha-
lam hill ranges.

Additional SP G.R. Radhi-
ka and Circle-Inspector (Pil-
er Rural) K. Narasimha Mur-
thy, addressing a press meet
at Bhakarapeta circle office,
said that Superintendent of
Police S.V. Rajasekhar Babu
obtained credible informa-
tion about the movements
of Tamil Nadu, smuggling
operatives at the western
side of Seshachalam hills.

The SP formed a special
party with Piler rural police

.
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Red sanders smugglers and seized logs being presented

before the media in Chittoor district on Wednesday.

and special task force on
Tuesday night, and it rushed
to the spot.

Around 6.00 a.m., while
the mini-lorry was about to
leave the location, the police
swooped on the vehicle.

Accused remanded
Surrounded by about 30

armed police party, the smug-

gling operatives were left with

no option but to surrender.

The police seized 19 red
sanders logs, 20 axes and
mini-lorry, worth about 320
lakh.

Sub-Inspectors of Yerra-
varipalem and Bhakarapeta
also took part in the raids.
All the accused were pro-
duced before the court at
Piler, which remanded them
at alocal jail.

daughter is married and
lives in the U.S. When offi-
cials asked him why he ac-
quired so much gold, Mr.
Reddy said it was for his
wife. The officials have
found documents showing
that Mr. Reddy’s family had
got 18 house plots and over
50.36 acres of agriculture
land at prime locations near
Nellore. A total of ¥7.70 lakh
in denominations of ¥500,
%200, 100 and %50 was also
seized. Another 320 lakh
was found in bank accounts
belonging to Mr. Reddy and
his wife.
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New agenda: Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav and
Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao in Hyderabad

on Wednesday. =NAGARA GOPAL

KCR meets Akhilesh,

discusses federal front
Aim to keep BJP, Cong. out of power

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

A meeting of Telangana
Rashtra Samiti president
and Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao and Samaj-
wadi Party president Akhi-
lesh Yadav here on
Wednesday discussed put-
ting forth before the coun-
try the agenda of political
parties that would come to-
gether in the run-up to elec-
tions in an attempt to keep
the BJP and the Congress
out of power.

Mr. Rao told reporters af-
ter the meeting that the
agenda would be placed be-
fore the people in a couple
of months after a consensus
among the parties was
reached. “The agenda will
be our driving force.
Anyone can join us. We have
an open mind in forging un-
ity among parties,” he said.

This is the fifth meeting of
Mr. Rao with leaders of va-
rious regional parties to ex-
plore a federal front as an al-
ternative to the Congress
and the BJP at the Centre.
He has met in the last couple
of months West Bengal
Chief Minister and Trina-

mool Congress president
Mamata Banerjee, Janata
Dal (Secular) president and
former Prime Minister H.D.
Deve Gowda, former Chief
Minister of Jharkhand He-
mant Soren and DMK presi-
dent M. Karunanidhi and its
working president M.K. Sta-
lin.

Mr. Rao said the aim was
not to assume power but
work for a quantum jump in
the development agenda of
the country.

Mr. Yadav said he had
spoken to Mr. Rao several
times over phone on the un-
ity of regional parties and
his coming here was to ex-
change views personally. He
stressed on the unity of par-
ties to stop the BJP from re-
taining power as it had left
“unimaginable dissatisfac-
tion” among people. The
defeat of the BJP owing to
the alliance of the SP and
the BSP in the recent by-
elections to Lok Sabha con-
stituencies represented by
the Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister and Deputy Chief Mi-
nister stood testimony to
what the unity could do, he
said.

‘Dharma porata deeksha’
in every A.P. district till Jan.

Sustain satisfaction levels among public, Naidu tells cadre

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

To sustain the momentum of
the ‘Dharma porata
deeksha’ and gear up the
cadre for the general elec-
tions, the Telugu Desam Par-
ty (TDP) on Wednesday de-
cided to organise the
‘deekshas’ in every district
until January 2019.

And, to set the tone, the
next public meeting would
be organised in Visakhapat-
nam soon. The ‘deekshas’
would culminate as a mas-
sive public meeting at Ama-
ravati in January. The venue
for the meeting is yet to be
announced.

The party would also or-
ganise a series of pro-
grammes, including Dalita
Tejam, apart from the ongo-
ing cycle yatras. It would be

organised in Nellore in the
first week of June and a
meeting for minorities in
Guntur on May 14.

These decisions were ta-
ken at the TDP coordination
committee meeting chaired
by national president and
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu.

Word of caution
Evidently blowing the elec-
tion bugle, Mr. Naidu made
it amply clear to the leaders
that complacency and negli-
gence would not be tolerat-
ed. “I am not ready to pay
for your mistakes. The peo-
ple would respond and react
in their way to our actions
and deeds. Be watchful of
your actions,” he said.

The development and the
fight for the rights pushed

up the satisfaction levels
among the public. The peo-
ple were positive to the go-
vernment, governance and
its policies, he said.

The public satisfaction
was 67% in March and
touched 73% in April. “I have
utmost satisfaction that the
amount of work and deve-
lopment taken place during
the last four years doesn’t
match with any develop-
ment taken place in 40 years
of my public life,” he said.

The people should have
the same positive feeling to-
wards the party also. The
public should favour the
TDP in every constituency.
The rank and file must work
with unity. There was no
room for dissent and disun-
ity. The TDP must win all the
seats, he said.

Tribal youth turn citizen journalists

Armed with smartphones and internet access, they are voicing their issues

S. HARPAL SINGH
ADILABAD
Citizen journalism is fast
catching up in the backward
agency tracts in erstwhile
united Adilabad district with
youngsters from aboriginal
tribes, literacy notwith-
standing, making use of so-
cial media and messaging
platforms to highlight pro-
blems in their villages.
Cheaper handsets and in-
ternet services are aiding the
proliferation of citizen jour-
nalism. The only hindrance
to the phenomenon spread-
ing wider is the lack of acces-
sibility in the interior hilly
confines in the tribal belt.
Over the past five years,
the rather passive tribal
heartland has seen a marked
change in terms of flow of in-
formation, and the level of
activity shot up since the
start of the movement for ex-
cluding the Lambada tribe

Adivasi youths collecting information and visuals at Jainoor

m

PHC in Kumram Bheem Asifabad district. =s.HARPAL SINGH

from the list of Scheduled
Tribes in the latter half of
2017.

The modus operandi of
Adivasi citizen journalists,
who operate in individual ca-
pacity or in small groups, is
to meticulously take notes,
click pictures or shoot vide-
os relating to problems like

water shortage, sanitation
and health issues in specific
habitations, and upload
them on Facebook, YouTube
or WhatsApp, aimed at find-
ing solutions.

However, the reach of
these activists seems limited
as their list of friends/con-
tacts does not usually in-

clude officials who matter.

‘Getting attention’

“Never mind that, our
work is already making a dif-
ference. We have been able
to get the attention of auth-
orities to our problems,”
claims Athram Bhujang Rao,
a media-savvy Raj Gond tri-
bal teacher who leads a
group of about seven Adivasi
citizen journalists.

Bhujang Rao is right: the
‘stories’ on sufferings they
put on social media are in-
stantly being picked up by
the conventional media.
Take for example the report
on water shortage at Gatte-
palli Tekidiguda which was
lapped up by the local press.

“Perhaps, the administra-
tion can run a website which
can give us the scope to
voice  our  grievances
through citizen journalism,”
Mr. Rao added.
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When India and China meet

Delivering the goods

GST revenue increase suggests the indirect tax
regime is overcoming teething problems

crossed the 1 lakh crore mark in April, accord-

ing to data released by the Finance Ministry on
tax receipts that accrued in March but were payable in
April. To be precise, the total revenue from the new in-
direct tax in April was %1,03,458 crore, the highest re-
corded in a single month since its implementation in Ju-
ly 2017. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has called this a
“landmark achievement” and a “confirmation of in-
creased economic activity”. Separate data released last
week suggest the number of registered tax-payers filing
GST returns by the specified deadline has risen from
57% for July to nearly 63% for March. And since many
had consistently failed to meet the deadline in the in-
itial months of confusion over the online returns filing
system, it is heartening to note that by the final month
of the financial year, they had caught up on their past
arrears too. Overall tax compliance for July 2017 is now
over 96% of registered taxpayers who are required to
file, and ranges from 92% to 80% for each month the-
reafter, till December. Further simplification of the re-
turns, hanging fire for a while now, must be expedited
to improve compliance. Though it referred to the re-
cord GST collections as a sign of an upswing in the eco-
nomy, the government, to be fair, also stressed that this
number may be driven by the human tendency to wrap
up pending official dues at the last moment — which in
this case is the last month of the financial year. Yet, even
delayed compliance is a welcome ‘new normal’.

True, the revenue influx in April cannot be taken as a
firm trend for the future. But given the tumult the GST
caused in its initial months and the fear of high evasion
levels that gripped officials when revenues tumbled af-
ter three months of ¥90,000 crore-plus collections, it is
fair to say that the new tax system has ended its first
three quarters on a robust note. By virtue of just the
April inflows, the average monthly collection has gone
from 89,885 crore in the first eight months to over
91,300 crore. This number is important, as by the go-
vernment’s own reckoning the new regime needed to
deliver about ¥91,000 crore a month to ensure that re-
venues lost by the Centre and the States under the ear-
lier indirect tax system are covered. Fresh anti-evasion
measures introduced in the past few weeks, such as the
e-way billing to track movement of goods, could plug
leakages to some extent. The government is keen to
start matching tax credits claimed by businesses for in-
puts from suppliers. While these should boost GST re-
venues in the new financial year, nothing will beat fiscal
stress better than a sustained revival in consumption
and investment demand. Policymakers need to ensure
that the uptick in car sales and demand for steel and ce-
ment is catalysed further.

Call action

WHO highlights the air pollution crisis in
urban India; things are no better in rural areas

new report from the World Health Organisation
Ahighlights not only how widespread air pollution

is in urban India, but also how deficient air qual-
ity monitoring is. The report, which summarised 2016
data for 4,300 cities, ranks 14 Indian cities among the
20 most polluted ones globally. While Delhi comes in at
number six, Kanpur, Faridabad, Varanasi, Gaya and
Patna are ranked ahead of it, by PM 2.5 levels. And yet,
Kanpur, Faridabad and several other pollution-choked
cities have only one PM 2.5 monitoring station each,
while Delhi has several. WHO researchers get around
this problem by using alternative data sources such as
satellite remote sensing and chemical transport mo-
dels, along with ground-monitoring stations. The out-
come of this exercise makes it clear that air pollution is
not a problem of large metropolises alone, even though
they have traditionally been the focus of mitigation ef-
forts. Such wide variations in data quality exist across
the world. While Europe has the most extensive moni-
toring network, countries in Africa and the Western
Pacific region perform poorly. This means data from
these regions are of poor quality, and likely underesti-
mates, resulting in an under-count of the disease bur-
den as well. The report puts the global death toll from
air pollution at seven million a year, attributable to ill-
nesses such as lung cancer, pneumonia and ischemic
heart disease. In 2016 alone, it says, around 4.2 million
people died owing to outdoor air pollution, while 3.8
million people succumbed to dirty cooking fuels such
as wood and cow dung. About a third of these deaths
occurred in Southeast Asian countries, which include
India. Once monitoring improves in these regions, the
numbers will likely be revised upwards.

There are silver linings, however. The report had
words of praise for India’s Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yoja-
na scheme, which has provided 37 million women liv-
ing below the poverty line with LPG (liquefied petro-
leum gas) connections. Such schemes will also help cut
the indoor air pollution that plagues much of rural In-
dia, which is not covered in the WHO analysis. It is im-
portant to remember, though, that rural India has pro-
blems beyond inefficient cook-stoves. As the recently
published draft National Clean Air Programme noted,
there are currently no air pollution monitoring stations
in rural India. This does not mean outdoor air pollution
is not a problem here. Studies have shown that ozone
levels are higher in rural areas, as is pollution from in-
secticide use and crop-burning. The WHO has asked
Southeast Asian countries to take swift action to tackle
the twin problems of indoor and outdoor pollution. In-
dia must realise that its problems are larger than the
WHO estimates, and take the call to action seriously.

Collections from the Goods and Services Tax

The message from Wuhan is: let us give each other space and rationalise our differences in a grown-up way

NIRUPAMA RAO

he path of India-China rela-
Ttions is strewn with the

ghosts of summits past. The
leaders of the two countries have
met, expressed the loftiest of sen-
timents, gone their separate ways.
No doubt, summits are good, no-
body has a quarrel with them, the
media at least loves them. The re-
lationship has often benefited
from such meetings.

A note of hope was therefore
sounded when Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi flew into the Chinese
city of Wuhan to meet with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping for an “informal”
summit last week. The aim, as an-
nounced, was to build strategic
communication and provide a
long-term perspective for what is a
complex and adversarial bilateral
relationship.

Cautious optimism

For the duration of a day and a
half, the leaders of the world’s two
most populous countries held
talks against a classic Chinese
landscape of gardens and lakes,
with and without aides. The optics
were reassuring and optimism
about the outcome of these con-
versations was implied. Only a
year ago, on the high Himalayan
plateau of Doklam on the borders
of Bhutan, India and China, over-

looking the vital Siliguri Corridor
connecting ‘mainland’ India to the
Northeastern States, Indian and
Chinese troops engaged in a tense
stand-off lasting 73 days. The visit
of the Dalai Lama, exiled in India
for nearly six decades, to Tawang
in Arunachal Pradesh engendered
deep Chinese resentment. The vo-
luble Indian opposition to China’s
flagship Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), especially the China-Pakis-
tan Economic Corridor (CPEC) be-
ing developed in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir, was also a source of
serious friction. China’s growing
inroads in the form of high-profile
projects and support for anti-In-
dian political interests in India’s
South Asian neighbourhood
fuelled Indian distrust. Hawkish
and hypernationalist voices in
both countries raised tensions
further, and the spectre of armed
conflict on a shared but disputed
frontier lurked in the shadows.
Last year was an annus horribi-
lis for the India-China relationship.
The Wuhan summit signalled that
the two countries are working on
restoring a much-needed equili-
brium in a deeply disturbed rela-
tionship. This is a relationship in
therapy. For Mr. Modi, whose sco-
recard on neighbourhood policy
has been underwhelming, a detox-
ifying policy facelift with China is
certainly advantageous both in
terms of his domestic political im-
age, with the 2019 parliamentary
elections drawing near, as well as
in improving his global profile.
The outcome statement from
the Indian foreign office and from
the Prime Minister’s social media
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network speaks about Mr. Modi
and Mr. Xi having forged a com-
mon understanding in Wuhan on
the future direction of India-China
relations “built upon mutual res-
pect for each other’s developmen-
tal aspirations and prudent man-
agement of differences with
mutual sensitivity”. These are
words that can be variously inter-
preted. Their distilled essence is:
let us give each other space and let
us rationalise our opposition to
each other and our differences in a
grown-up way. The takeaway
buzzword from Wuhan appears to
be “strategic communication” by
both leaderships in order to pro-
vide a more cogent sense of pur-
pose and direction that helps heal
the relationship.

Two statements

The Indian statement (the sepa-
rate statement from the Chinese
foreign ministry is not so full-bo-
died) also makes it known that the
two leaders have “issued strategic
guidance” to their militaries to
strengthen communication in or-
der to especially “enhance predic-
tability and effectiveness in the

The turning point in 1932

How separate electorates for Dalits could have prevented Partition

MOHAMMED AYOOB

sertion that has the potential to

frustrate the BJP’s dreams of re-
gaining power in 2019, it is rele-
vant to revisit the era when the Da-
lits asserted their clout in Indian
politics for the first time but were
stymied by Mahatma Gandhi. This
happened under the charismatic
B.R. Ambedkar in the 1920s and
1930s and almost succeeded in
gaining separate representation
for the “Depressed Classes”, as
they were euphemistically termed
in British legalese, in the central
and provincial legislatures. It is
equally important to speculate
what it would have done to the
Hindu-Muslim equation, and the-
refore the prospect of Partition, if
Ambedkar had succeeded in
reaching his goal. This article at-
tempts to answer this question.

In the current climate of Dalit as-

Deep insecurity

The politics of the Muslim elite —
and all politics in the run-up to In-
dian independence was elite polit-
ics — was driven primarily by a
sense of deep insecurity. This ten-
dency was accentuated when it
became increasingly clear from
the 1920s that the British would
have to leave India sooner or later.
The Muslim sense of insecurity
was rooted in many factors relat-

ing to history, demography, lack of
progress in English education and,
probably most importantly, the
shift of the centre of gravity of In-
dian politics from the heartland of
northern and central India, where
much of the Muslim elite, the ash-
raf, were concentrated, to Calcut-
ta, Madras and Bombay and their
hinterlands dominated by the new
English-educated, predominantly
Hindu elite.

Partition was the outcome in
substantial part of this insecurity
although other factors, including
aggressive forms of Hindu nation-
alism advocated by the likes of
V.D. Savarkar, K.B. Hedgewar and
M.S. Golwalkar contributed to it in
considerable measure as well. The
soft Hindutva of many stalwarts
within the Congress, including Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai
and Vallabhbhai Patel, added to
Muslim concerns, as did Jawahar-
lal Nehru’s disdain for what he
termed the Muslim League’s “com-
munal politics”.

The Muslim elite’s anxieties
were centred largely on the demo-
graphic and, therefore, political
disparity between Muslims and
Hindus and the domination of In-
dia’s political and economic land-
scapes by the upper caste Hindu
elite. Political parity between
caste Hindus and Muslims, there-
fore, remained the primary goal of
the Muslim League through much
of its existence as a political party.

A landmark announcement in
1932 by British Prime Minister
Ramsay Macdonald came close to
removing these anxieties. He ac-
cepted Ambedkar’s demand that it
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was necessary for the “Depressed
Classes” to have separate repre-
sentation in the central and pro-
vincial legislatures in order to pro-
tect their interests which ran
counter to the interests of the do-
minant Hindu castes who also
hogged most of the seats in the le-
gislatures. This was the case be-
cause elections in British India
were held under a very restricted
franchise based primarily on pro-
perty, income and educational
qualifications. Only about 13% of
the population had the right to
vote. The Dalits lagged far behind
caste Hindus in all the three quali-
fications that determined the right
to vote and, therefore, were not
only under-represented but also
represented by members of those
castes that were opposed to ac-
cording equality to them.

The British Prime Minister ac-
cepted Ambedkar’s arguments
and awarded separate electorates
to the Depressed Classes on lines
similar to those for Muslims. The
Muslim League, recognising the
import of this decision in that it
had the potential to weaken the
caste Hindu leadership’s hold on
the entirety of the Hindu popula-
tion, readily accepted the award.
However, to everyone’s consterna-

management of border affairs”.
The intention is to prevent inci-
dents in border regions of the Dok-
lam variety, it is presumed. The
situation bears watching. There
are many pockets along the 3,500
km border between the two coun-
tries where the Line of Actual Con-
trol is disputed. Transgressions
from both sides occur regularly
and military establishments, In-
dian and Chinese, are trained not
to yield an inch. Efforts to esta-
blish a clearly delineated Line of
Actual Control have not succeed-
ed, mainly due to Chinese reluc-
tance. The summit at Wuhan coin-
cided with news that India will
build 96 more border outposts
along the frontier with China.

The summit has apparently not
yielded (and neither was it expect-
ed to) any significant reduction of
differences on the CPEC. The In-
dian government can ill-afford to
give the impression of any conces-
sion on this question to China gi-
ven the Pakistan factor — a peren-
nial trigger for public hysteria. The
announcement that China and In-
dia will jointly work on a project
(details yet to be announced) in
war-torn Afghanistan is a first and
unlikely to give Pakistan comfort,
although China will no doubt pro-
vide undercover assurances to the
former that its interests will not be
harmed.

A sober prognosis for the future
of India-China relations is warrant-
ed despite the euphoria of Mr. Mo-
di’s visit to Wuhan. The potential
for tension on the Himalayan pied-
mont is aggravated by the clash of
Chinese and Indian ambition in

tion, Mahatma Gandhi, who was
seen as a leading advocate for Dalit
rights, went on a fast unto death to
persuade the British to repeal the
award. To him, the award was a
ploy to divide Hindu society that
he found unacceptable. Initially,
Ambedkar refused to bend to
Gandhi’s coercive fast. However,
when it became clear that Gand-
hi’s life depended on Ambedkar’s
decision, Ambedkar was forced to
give up his demand in return for
reserved seats for Dalits but on the
basis of a single Hindu electorate.
Years later, Ambedkar came to bit-
terly regret his decision.

Equally, if not more important,
Gandhi’s extreme reaction to the
award of separate electorates to
the Dalits convinced the Muslim
elite that Gandhi and the Congress
were bent on not giving Muslims
their due share in the future polit-
ical arrangement in India. Their
reasoning was simple: if imple-
mented, the Communal Award, as
it was known, would have led to
parity between caste Hindu and
Muslim representatives in the le-
gislatures, and the Dalits, who the
Muslim elite did not find threaten-
ing and who they saw as potential
allies against caste Hindus because
of the common fear of upper caste
domination, would have held the
balance. This would have preclud-
ed the need for demanding Parti-
tion and in all probability kept In-
dia united.

This argument sounds plausible
because for most of the 1940s Pa-
kistan was but a bargaining coun-
ter for Jinnah and the Muslim
League. This is why Jinnah accept-

the maritime environment of the
Indo-Pacific. The growing align-
ment of interest among three de-
mocracies — India, the U.S. (now
termed an “indispensable” partn-
er) and Japan — is a source for Chi-
nese insecurity, just as China-Pa-
kistan strategic cooperation and
China’s inroads in South Asia
make India uneasy. Twenty-first
century Asia is not a pacific place.
It is multi-polar and multi-aligned
and a testing ground for the secur-
ity architectures of the future.

Securing the Asian century

Decades ago, India’s first Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, fa-
mously said that the challenge bet-
ween India and China “runs along
the spine of Asia”. As India and
China re-emerge from the sha-
dows of history, hopes for the so
far elusive dream of an Asia united
will be centred on the progress
and development of these two na-
tions. At the same time, tension or
conflict between the two takes
away from the prospects of the
Asian century that their leaders
speak of. Perhaps it is this realisa-
tion that prompted the rendez-
vous in Wuhan. The world should
have no quarrel with India and
China beating swords into plough-
shares. We need a regular pattern
of more informal summits bet-
ween the leaders of the two coun-
tries. The challenge across the
spine of Asia does no one good.

Nirupama Rao is a former Foreign
Secretary of India and Ambassador to the
United States and to China. Twitter:
@NMenonRao

ed the Cabinet Mission Plan of
1946, which would have kept India
united in the form of a loose feder-
ation, but which Nehru torpe-
doed. With the failure of this last-
ditch British effort to keep India
united, Jinnah was hoisted with
his own petard and forced to ac-
cept what he called a “mutilated,
moth-eaten Pakistan.”

More potent than 1937

It appears in hindsight that Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s stance on the Com-
munal Award — even more than
Nehru’s refusal to enter into a coa-
lition with the Muslim League in
the United Provinces in 1937,
which is widely seen as the turning
point in Muslim politics in favour
of separatism — was responsible
for increasing the Muslim leaders’
distrust of the Congress that made
Pakistan an attractive option for
them. One could plausibly argue
that Gandhi’s rejection of the Com-
munal Award sent the message to
the Muslim leadership that he and
the Congress were more interest-
ed in promoting a monolithic Hin-
du bloc than in nurturing Hindu-
Muslim unity or providing justice
for the Dalits in the form demand-
ed by Ambedkar. This increased
their sense of insecurity and final-
ly led to the demand for a separate
state comprising the Muslim ma-
jority provinces of British India.
The rest is history.

Mohammed Ayoob is University
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of
International Relations, Michigan State
University, and Senior Fellow, Center for
Global Policy, Washington, DC
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To elevate or not

All the reasons given by the
government for its
opposition to the elevation
of the Chief Justice of the
Uttarakhand High Court,
Justice K.M. Joseph, to the
Supreme Court hide its real
intent (“A dangerous
incursion”, May 1). The Law
Minister, Ravi Shankar
Prasad, has been
unsuccessfully trying to
defend the indefensible by
taking cover behind the
argument that the Congress
has no moral right to
criticise the government as
it meted out “unfair
treatment” to the judiciary,
especially during the
Emergency. While there is
no denying his charges
against the Congress, the
Minister’s response is also a
kind of tacit admission that
the present government too
believes in having a
“committed” judiciary to

do its bidding. Nothing can
be more damaging to the
constitutional fabric than
the elevation of judges of
the High Court and the
Supreme Court on the basis
of their support to the
ideology and policies of the
government of the day.
Hopefully, the collegium
will reaffirm in one voice its
original recommendation.

GOPAL GOKUL MENON,
Ernakulam

The writer has deployed his
legal acumen to demolish
the government’s
arguments against elevating
Justice K.M. Joseph to the
Supreme Court. However,
what he has avoided
discussing is the opaque
manner in which the
collegium functions. Had
the collegium been
transparent in explaining,
for instance, why certain
judges were not considered

for elevation, the
government would have
found it very difficult to
block Justice K.M. Joseph’s
elevation. It would have
also found it difficult if his
nomination had been
proposed by an
independent multi-member
body like the National
Judicial Appointments
Commission. Even if the
present impasse is amicably
resolved, such instances
may recur because there is
a conflict of interest when
judges appoint judges.

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN,
Thiruvananthapuram

Two views

The interview of Professor
Steven Pinker (“People are
safer now than they were
several hundred years ago”,
May 2) read along with
former Governor of West
Bengal M.K. Narayanan’s
article (“The rocky road to

2019”, May 2) depicts sharp
contrasts. While Mr.
Narayanan speaks of
security issues, rapes and
Dalit and agrarian unrest in
the country today,
Professor Pinker says issues
of right-wing populism and
terrorism are exaggerated.
The Harvard scholar seems
optimistic, while Mr.
Narayanan seems more
realistic. If Professor Pinker
is to believed, then Mr.
Narayanan’s views, which
are based on “news and
headlines”, have to be
corroborated by analysing
quantitative trends over
history in order to evaluate
whether the apparent
crises in the country are
usual or something
extraordinary.

VYOM BHARADVAJ,
Kansal, Mohali

Phones on airplanes
Will speaking on the phone

not disturb co-passengers?
(“Soon, you can make calls,
browse while flying in
India”, May 2) Imagine
someone who would like to
take a nap on the flight and
is stuck with someone who
is keen on discussing for a
long time a business deal?
Airlines should ask
passengers who want to
avail of this service to pay
an extra 3300-3500.

N. VISWANATHAN,
Coimbatore

Modi’s challenge

Good deeds ought to
accompany good words.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi might be a good
orator, but the general
public is only interested in
knowing whether or not its
issues will be resolved by
the government (“PM hits
back, throws Rahul a
challenge”, May 2). For Mr.
Modi to throw a challenge

to Rahul Gandhi to deliver a
speech in any language for
15 minutes without reading
from a piece of paper is
ridiculous. Elections are
not speech competitions.
Some may not be wise in
their speech, but could be
wise in their deeds.

KSHIRASAGARA BALAJI RAO,
Hyderabad

Protecting the Taj

It is sad that the SC has to
remind the government of
its duties (“Taj Mahal
turning brown and green”,
May 2). The Taj Mahal earns
India huge revenues, so
what prevents the
government from seeking
the services of international
archaeological experts?
Lack of political will, not
funds, is the problem.

K. S. SUNDARAM,
Coimbatore
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